
GC Sustainability Council 
Recommendations from Calendar Year 2014 

1. Sustainability 
The Sustainability Council recommends efforts to incorporate sustainability into all campus educational and 
administrative activities.  To this end, we suggest making a public commitment, such as signing onto the President’s 
Climate Challenge or the Talloires Declaration.  We recommend including sustainability in the Campus Master 
Planning process, and reporting our successes through continued membership and participation in the Association 
for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, including the STARS reporting system.  
We hope to see additional promotion of visible sustainability throughout campus, including signage, informational 
circulars, a strong web presence, and ample social media outlets.  The best way to coordinate these efforts would be 
the creation of new Sustainability Office on campus, under the guidance of the Vice President for Administration and 
Campus Operations.  This office would coordinate with Advancement, Auxiliary Services, Facilities Operations, 
Student Affairs, and Academic Affairs to enhance sustainability and coordinate efforts across all Georgia College 
campuses.  
 

2. Design 
To modernize campus building and landscaping designs, the Council recommends achieving certification from the US 
Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design for all renovations and new buildings.  We 
encourage the University Architect to identify the best opportunities to incorporate sustainability into campus 
design, and we encourage the Facilities Planning office to reach out to students and faculty to help design 
innovative, energy efficient, water conscious, pedestrian friendly, and organically sound built spaces.  We suggest 
that the university pursue the Tree Campus USA designation. 
 

3. Education 
The Council feels that EarthFest, Shades of Green, and the Campus Green Initiative Fund Symposium are all excellent 
demonstrations of our university’s commitment to promoting sustainability education.  Special Events such as 
Sustainability Day, Food Day, and World Water Day are also highly encouraged and should be promoted across 
campus.  We heartily endorse these activities, and encourage campus-wide acceptance and encouragement of these 
events.   
In addition, the Sustainability in the Core Teaching Circle displayed the progress we have made to include the 
principles of sustainability into the curriculum.  We encourage the Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs to 
create a certificate program in sustainability for our undergraduate majors in all four colleges.  To promote this 
certificate, and the Campus Green Initiative Fund research grant program, we recognize that our faculty should be 
encouraged for their efforts to engage students in sustainability, and recognized with rewards and incentives for 
their special efforts to make Georgia College more sustainable in the community and on campus.     
 

4. Energy 
The installed Energy Meters provide a critical need toward promoting sustainability.  The information gathered from 
the meters, combined with the end-user data collected by the Associate Director for Sustainability, allow our 
campus to analyze energy usage and identify the best routes toward minimizing our Carbon Footprint.  We 
recommend publishing a baseline for energy use, and setting obtainable goals for carbon reduction, by adopting a 
Climate Action Plan, and encouraging the introduction of additional Lighting improvements, such as LED outdoor 
lighting, occupancy sensors, and the installation of solar photovoltaic generators where practicable.  Students and 
faculty across the campus should be granted online access to actual energy use data for use in class activities, 
research projects, and environmental action.  We would like to see an online portal to deliver Insight/Periscope data 
in close-to-real-time atmosphere, so that our campus community can witness our energy consumption. 
 

5. Funding 
The Campus Green Initiative Fund Committee has provided an innovative, student-centered approach toward 
building a more sustainable campus.  More aggressive publicity is needed to promote the fee as an integral part of 
the engaged learning at Georgia College.  Continued efforts should be promoted by the Provost and Deans to 
encourage degree programs to incorporate CGIF grants into research capstone projects. 



 
6. Leadership 

We applaud the Student Government Association for creating a position for a Director of Environmental Affairs, and 
encourage SGA to continue to work within their staff arrangements to be campus leaders for sustainability.  We 
encourage Staff Council to work with the Sustainability Council and other organizations to continue to promote 
sustainability on our campus.  We believe that an annual recognition system, including awards and incentives would 
help our staff strive to be more sustainability minded in their daily activities.  Continued campus leadership working 
within existing campus organizations, including the ENGAGE and URACE projects, will help identify and motivate 
student leaders.  We recognize that the Earth Action Team, organized through the G.I.V.E. Center, may take more 
time to become self-sustaining, but we support the linkage between service learning and sustainability that these 
groups fulfill. 
 

7. Materials 
The Campus-wide Recycling Program has not been a great success, as we have discovered through recent analysis 
from class projects.  As an institution we still have much room for improvement, and the Council feels that we 
should address each identified inconsistency as rapidly as possible and publicize our progress.  We highly 
recommend hiring or appointing a Recycling Coordinator to address recycling issues and promote enhanced 
participation. Primarily, there is a problem getting recycling from the drop-off containers into the bin for shipment 
to our contractors.  Additionally, bin placement needs to be improved, including pairing recycling and waste bins so 
that consumers have complete options.  Recycling bins need to be located outside of buildings, paired with existing 
waste bins.  It is very important that we obtain and publish recycling results to the campus community. The Council 
encourages widespread marketing of recycling information.  We recommend building additional momentum for a 
Universal Waste Management plan, which would include procedures to properly dispose or recycle lighting ballasts, 
batteries, waste oil, electronics, printer/copier cartridges, and more. 
 

8. Organics 
The Council encourages the continued development of the Gardening Club as an opportunity to promote 
composting and the creation of a student garden on campus.  We look forward to the implementation of a new 
composting program utilizing waste materials from the Sodexo cafeteria.  We encourage our campus to participate 
in the Real Food Challenge to address food choices for all campus facilities. 
 

9. Transportation 
To conserve energy and reduce parking pressure, the Council supports the Georgia College Bike Plan.  We encourage 
Auxiliary Services Parking and Transportation Office to work toward implementation of the plan, especially 
opportunities to improve bicycle access, bike parking, and a bike share program.  We recommend generating 
support for a carpool program, and asking students, staff, and faculty to register their alternative transportation 
commute with the Clean Air Campaign. 
 

10. Water 
The Council recommends installation of water meters in all residence halls, in order to track water consumption and 
record conservation campaigns.  Additionally, we support the installation of low-flow irrigation methods and 
irrigation meters, possibly to include the addition of greywater systems where appropriate. 
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