
Sustainability “Group” Minutes Form 

Revised 2-8-11       J. Collis 

Meeting Title: December Sustainability Date: 12/09/16 Time: 1:04 pm 

Location: Kilpatrick 221 Committee:  Sustainability Council Chair: Groebner 

Attendees: Will Hobbs, Allison VandeVoort, Mark Causey (via phone), Lori Strawder, Emma 
Brodzik, Mary Plauche, Julia Steele, Donna Bennett, Doug Oetter, Kierra Brown, Shea Groebner, 
Mutande Tembo, Doreen Sams, Andrew Wright, Chadwick Wilson 

 
Guests: None 

Recorder: Will Hobbs Recorder Email: will.hobbs@gcsu.edu 

 

Agenda Item: Approval of Agenda and minutes  Presenter: Groebner 

Discussion: None.  

ACTION:  
Agenda: Vandevoort motions, Plauche seconded 
Nov Minutes Approval: Brodzik motions, Plauche seconds  

 

Agenda Item: Business Updates Presenter: Strawder 

Fee: Strawder reported that the fee will continue through FY19 – no increase or decrease.  
 
Future Updates: Strawder reported that any future projects with a need for labor must secure external bids for labor costs and not rely 
on GC Facilities personnel. GC crews may still do the work, but an outside contractor will be hired if beyond GC capacity. Oetter 
reminded that more “soft” projects are needed (education, marketing, mass communication, etc.).  
 

ACTIONS: None 

 

Agenda Item: Project Supervision Long-Term Presenter: Wright 

DISCUSSION: 
Wright reported that there are issues with long-term maintenance/upkeep/oversight of projects. The question of formalizing 
supervision and maintenance was raised and discussed. Strawder advised that paid internships are being proposed through the Office 
of Sustainability, paid for by the Fee Program. Specifically, five (5) positions proposed at $5,000 per year per student (total of $25,000). 
Hobbs and Vandevoort suggested that an official proposal, similar to the project proposals, be submitted for consideration by the 
Council.  Oetter motioned that the Council convert the unpaid materials recovery intern to a paid position using Sustainability funds. 
Wilson seconded, Motion passed.  
Strawder also mentioned the issues with the composting process. More help is needed, specifically in the form of a full-time overseer. 
Vandevoort suggested that the Sodexho relationship is more important, as the current system was not set up for post-consumer 
waste. Tembo advised that that Sodexho staff do their own training. Vandevoort commented that we must be able to manage the 
project; a sit down with Sodexho management was suggested to re-imagine the relationship. Sams suggested that contract expiration 
date be used as leverage to encourage Sodexho to fall in line with composting. Groebner suggested reaching out to the VP for Auxilary 
Services, Kyle Cullars re: contract renegotiation. Strawder mentioned that she will have Kristen Hitchcock begin those conversations. 

ACTION: Materials Recovery intern position is now a paid position. Strawder will have Hitchcock begin conversations with Sodexho. 

 

Adjourned: Vandevoort motions, Oetter seconds.  


